Cardiopulmonary bypass with danaparoid sodium and ancrod in heparin-induced thrombocytopenia.
Heparin is the standard anticoagulant for patients undergoing cardiopulmonary bypass. There are some patients for whom heparin is unsuitable and ancrod (a defibrinogenating enzyme) has been used as an alternative. We present a patient with heparin-induced thrombocytopenia in whom treatment ancrod was ineffective. The addition of danaparoid sodium (a heparinoid) allowed safe cardiopulmonary bypass. We discuss the reasons for this and suggest that the combination of ancrod and danaparoid sodium is a logical one in such cases.